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Finally the GL is shipping. These last few months have been 
chaotic to say the least. In the August Report we stated that 
Robert Maxwell had purchased a controlling interest in Sinclair 
Research. In early August Maxwell withdrew his offer which was 
to have been finalized in September. Although still suffering 
from acute cash flow problems, Sinclair did manage to collect 10 
million pounds sterling by selling approximately 146,006 
computers to Dixon’s, an electronics chain. Sir Clive still 
controis the company he founded. 


We mentioned last month that we had received a double expander 
which did NOT need external power. Unfortunately. we cannot 
recommend it. We tested the unit with the CST disk interface and 
with a PCML 254k RAM. Either peripheral by itself functioned 
fine — but together gave very mixed results. Sometimes 
everything worked satisfactorily for a complete session and then 
other times we would get a system crash after as little time as 
30 minutes. The expander we tested was not buffered and that may 
be the reason but it seems that there was not enough power to 
drive everything off of the computer’s power supply alone. 


CST has an expander called the Q+4 which uses an additional GL 
Power supply as its source of power. One should be able to have 
it work using a U.S. GL power supply. The price is high — almost 
$200.00 U.S. But, there are four slots and it is fully buffered. 
CST is also working on a hard disk which should be ready the end 
of this month. We are getting more information on both of these 
items. 


The 254k RAM by PCML is a very nice Product. It fits snugly 
inside the computer on the left side. We have a multi-tasking 
program that prints the amount of free memory (in kilobytes) in 
the machine at any time. On the unexpanded GL the Program shows 
86k free. With the PCML board installed, we found we had 344k. 
On something like ARCHIVE when we did a “print memory O" 
command- we want from 12000 to 134000. 


The added memory also dramatically increases the performance of 
the machine. In ARCHIVE, for example, in a file with more than 
200 records: if you search for 5 records with the “find” 
command, the microdrives will have to access the tape each time 
to find the particular record you want. With the 254k installed 
you will see the microdrives accessing maybe for two of the 
records and then after that everything is in memory. Because of 
this. it is much much quicker to retrieve information using even 
the "find" command than would normally be the case. QUILL is 
much faster to manipulate also: epecially on larger documents. 
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AS one can see: we are at a stage with the OL here in the States 
where you unfortunately “can’t have your cake and eat it toc." A 
disk system by itself is fine — memory by itself is fine. 
Combining the two is going ta be slightly difficult. We hope 
Sinclair Research will be testing a lot of these peripherals on 
the American @L°s and be able to give both you and us some 
feedback. We are testing as many as we can and will keep you 
Posted via this Report. 


We received a Micro Feripherals disk interface. It emulates the 
microdrives by using the "“MSET" command. After issuing this 
command: all references to the microdrives such as “Lrun 
mdvi_oxxx" will kick in the disk drive instead. If one uses the 
“FSET” command then one kicks in the disk drives using the 
syntax? "“Lrun fdki_xxx." If you have a CST disk system which 
uses "flip" commands instead of "fdk-" you can run these on the 
Micro Peripherals system by issuing "VSET,’Flp’." Then the 
interface will accept all references to "flip." The MP system ran 
CST disks without any problems. 


That is the good news about the MP interface. The bad news is, 
the evaluation unit we received would not format disks! So far 
the company has not replaced the unit. The other bad news is 
that on a 5 1/4" system, it is horrendously slow copying from 
microdrive to disk. On the CST system: you can copy ABACUS in 


about 3 17/2 minutes. On the MF system, it takes almost 16 


minutes. We hear the system is much better using 3 1/2" disk 
drives. We tested using our Acorn 3 174" double sided single 
drive. 


We just received the Kempston disk interface earlier this week 
but will have to wait until the next issue of this Report to 
review it in detail. We will say-though: that unlike the CST and 
MF interfaces, the Kempston is an "insider board." that fits 
inside the QL; nothing sticks out like on the other two. 


We know a lot of you are having problems connecting printers and 
monitors to your @L’s. If you have a system that works: send us 
a postcard with the type of monitor and printer you have: 
whether the printer is serial or parallel. and include your 
address and phone number. If it is okay with you we will refer 
People with similar systems who are having problems to you. 
Sinclair is slightly understaffed in the technical department so 
I?m sure other @L users would welcome the opportunity to talk to 
somebody who knows exactly which pin goes to what on the printer 
Cor monitor). We also have a list started of which monochrome 
monitors: RGE monitors and printers users have so call us and we 
will try and let you know if what you are thinking of buying 
will work with the least amount of trouble. 


This month finds our case study of ARCHIVE progressing rapidly. 
We now have 4650 customer records in our file and have used up 
roughly 7Ok. We still can back up our single disk with the 
microdrives. We had hoped to get over i00k of information in by 
now to try the microdrive “split” program which supposediy lets 
you split your ARCHIVE datafile onto 2 cartridges but we just 
haven’ t had tha time to input all the arders and catalog 
requests as fast as we should. Hopefully by next month we will 
have attempted it. 
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We have noticed that with 450 records and 70k used. when one 
first opens the file and issues a "print memory OF command: 
that free memory is down ta 7000. However, if we issue the 
“select” command to make a subset of the file; for example: to 
create a file within a file of only those People in N.J.:; and 
then reset to the full file, that memory goes up to 12000 or so. 


Memory and disk together with our double expanders when 
everything was working: was great. If you opt for memory first 
before disk, we strongly suggest that You spend a lot of time 
thinking about the layout of your file before you actually 
create it. We could have stayed with microdrives, added 254k ram 
and had a very nice. fast system. if we had allocated the file 
to say- ó cartridges. Gne for people whose last name ended "A-F" 
or “G-M", etc. Or perhaps by zip code. The only additional work 
would be in sorting alphabetically or by zip code before one 
went to enter them into ARCHIVE. “John Dae" wouid go into the 
"A-E" box first and then ali those people would go on the 
ARCHIVE file designated "A-F." 


Remember the extra memory does increase the speed with which 
your programs execute rather dramatically. We are going to test 
a non-powered double expander with a 128k RAM and disk instead 
of the 256k and see if we get better results. Will let you know 
next month. 


ARCHIVE is the program where disk really works better because 
the size of the file is limited only by disk size. As we said 
last month, with our customer file case study: it does look like 
we are going to be able to held 4000 customers on one disk on an 
unexpanded BL. Of course: we will need twin drives to be able to 
back up a file that has over 7OGk worth of data. If one uses 
microdrives and plans ahead, at least one is always assured of 
being able to back up your files. 


Turning to new software, we want to mention briefly some of the 
new games we either have in stock or have seen. Some of the 
"older" 648000 GL games are rather slow when using either a 
Joystick or the keyboard. The newer ones are getting very fast 
and very challenging. HOFFER is such a game. Good graphics in 
Vivid colors help make this classic very exciting when played on 
the OL. 


Dur vote for the strangest game is NIGHTNURSE. As you take her 
from room to room collecting thermometers, checking patients, 
etc.> be careful not to let her drink a certain Prescription or 
the majority of her clothes fall off! If she wanders into a room 
with a doctor while in this disarray, the doctor chases after 
her while "flashing." Well. we Probably shouldn’t be stocking 
this one but we have a few on order if you are interested. 
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SHES- ihe Â ature- and BLACKJACK are two games we like. GUEST 
involves sailing ships from island ts island looking for oid. 
while avoiding pirates and cannibals. Don’t forget ta weigh 
anchor before you put your sails up. BLACKJACK has excellent 
graphics af the playing cards. When Red First boots; YOU are 
presented with a cheque for 100 pounds sterling at the Golden 
Nougat(r?)-i’m not sure what part of Vegas this hotel occupies. 
Your bet is displayed in poker chips. you can hit or stick. If 
there is a tia you get your money back which certainly doesn’t 
happen in Vegas but all in all an entertaining game. i 
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Gur fayvori MODO which we also have on order. 
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Buas has 7 Scue Esmeralda by hopping over cannon balls; 
swinging Across molten coals: jumping over guards with swords 
thrusting: and there are about 12 more screens but I can’t aet 
past those bloody guards! If you are too slow jumping: hopping 
or swinging: a little gargoyle-type creature with a Sword will 
maka QUICK work of you. A very nice game. 

We should have MATCHPOINT in by next Report. Done by Psion: it 
iS an excellant tennis Simulation on the Spectrum and should be 
superb an the QL. Psion alsa did QL CHESS which is in a class by 
itself. 


As of very late August> we know of no American Express customer 
who has received his machine. We received machines from SRL this 
week that were ordered in eariy July. Yst the machines we 
ordered from Amex in early May are still not here. In early May 
the only way to cordar a GL was from American Express. We 
Sincerely hope that whatever the reasons are for the delays in 
shipments of ML?*s to Amex customers will be remedied in the very 
near future. One of our QL’ 
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Negi month we will include our first program listing, written in 
BCPL by a gentleman in Easton. New Books are coming which we 
will review. He have AFL on arder and Lattice © sa write if vou 
ara interested in either af these. We also will have a spelling 
checker: invoicing program- and book-keeping. See you all next 


AN IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT TO ALL OL OWNERS 


bad orchanged medium $21.95 


Your data is worth a lot to you. Source programs, text, scientific information, records, all 
represent hours of your time and effort. Losing a file could at worst cost you money — and it's 
always infuriating! 


No storage medium is 100% reliable. That's why TALENT has developed the CARTRIDGE 
DOCTOR. It's a sophisticated machine code program which will, in most cases, enable you to: 


@ recover files from a bad medium 
@® recover files which have been accidentally deleted 
@ recover files with lost or damaged blocks using the ‘block patch’ utility. 
It’s very easy to Operate and no knowledge of BASIC or machine code is required. 
Can YOU afford to be without the CARTRIDGE DOCTOR? 
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